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SUBJECT: ALGERIAN FRENCH RELATIONS: RAY OF LIGHT? 

REF: ALGIERS 539 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 21, FOREIGN MINISTRY SECYGEN SBIH RECEIVED FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR COMMINES FOR REVIEW OF ALGERIAN-FRENCH RELATIONS 
"FOLLOWING CONVERSATIONS OF FEBRUARY 13" (REFTEL). ACCORDING TO 
PRESS, COMMINES INFORMED SBIH "OF SPIRIT OF RECENT DECLARATIONS 
MADE BY PRESIDENT OF FRENCH REPUBLIC IN COURSE OF TELEVISED 
INTERVIEW." 

2. IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF FEBRUARY 22, COMMINES EXPRESSED 
GUARDED OPTIMISM ABOUT FUTURE OF ALGERIAN-FRENCH RELATIONS. 
COMMINES NOTED THAT, IN CONVERSATION DESCRIBED REFTEL, SBIH HAD 
INSISTED THAT ALL ASPECTS OF ALGERIAN-FRENCH RELATIONS WERE 
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SECONDARY TO FRENCH POLICY IN NORTH AFRICA. ON FEBRUARY 21. BY 
CONTRAST. SBIH HAD SAID THAT, WHILE FRENCH POLICY IN NORTH AFRICA 
REMAINED IMPORTANT TO ALGERIANS, LATTER WERE INTERESTED IN KNOWING 
WHAT GISCARD'S PROPOSITIONS WERE. 

3. IN LIGHT OF THIS INTEREST, COMMINES SAID, GOF WOULD BEGIN 
EXPLORING WITH ALGERIANS ASPECTS OF ALGERIAN-FRENCH RELATIONSHIP 
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WHICH NEEDED REVIEW. AMONG MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED, COMMINES 
SAID, WERE JOINT ECONOMIC COMMISSION AND LABOR AFFAIRS. FRENCH 
HAD ALWAYS RESISTED FORMATION OF ECONOMIC COMMISSION, HE ADDED, 

BUT IN INTEREST OF IMPROVING RELATIONSHIP, THEY WERE PREPARED TO 
TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT MATTER. AS TO LABOR, COMMINES NOTED THAT NO 
BILATERAL MEETING HAD BEEN HELD IN THREE YEARS AND THAT THERE WERE 
NUMEROUS PROBLEMS TO BE DISCUSSED. 

4. SPEAKING IN MORE GENERAL TERMS, COMMINES EXPRESSED VIEW THAT 
ALGERIAN PUBLIC INTERESTED IN BETTER RELATIONSHIP WITH FRANCE, 

AND THAT BOUMEDIENE, WHILE DOUBTLESS STILL ANGRY ABOUT FRENCH 
NORTH AFRICAN POLICY, MAY THEREFORE HAVE WISHED AT LEAST TO 
APPEAR RESPONSIVE TO GISCARD'S INITIATIVE.HAYNES 
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